perhaps, that careful medical assessment of workers and placing them in suitable jobs will reduce the time they lose from work through sickness. One feels that this message could have been conveyed as persuasively in fewer words and tables, and at much lower cost, if the authors had embodied their results in, say, a paper in a journal of industrial health.
Shaw's Textbook of Gyniecology revised by John Howkins MD MS FRCS FRCOG 8thed ppviii+852 illustrated 40s London: Churchill 1962 The eighth edition of Shaw's textbook of gynxcology as revised by John Howkins presents an up-to-date appreciation of the subject and should be of value to students at all stages. There has been much revision of previous chapters in the light of recent research and the author's clinical experience, and nearly 100 new illustrations are included. Readers will welcome new chapters on intersex and contraception, and the unusual feature of a glossary of terms at the end of the book.
Orthodox views have been stressed and yet the author's own individual approach to the subject is clearly discernible in the text. In particular, excellent descriptive and illustrative accounts of all accepted gynecological surgical procedures are given, including some procedures which have only recently gained acceptance, such as culdoscopy and colposcopy.
The absence of other than the scantiest bibliography is to be regretted in a book which, although primarily intended for undergraduate students, is deservedly claimed by the publishers as adequate for advanced students.
Analgesia and Anesthesia in Obstetrics by J P Greenhill MD American Lecture Series No. 489 2nd ed pp vi +92 illustrated $5.25 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 This book is a rather superficial review of an extensive and interesting problem. It deals with this in two parts, each of which warrants a more detailed account for clear understanding. The physiology of pain in labour as a basis for therapy is not discussed.
The approach to the problem of analgesia is not the same as that of the British obstetricians; indeed, it contains some very opposite views, e.g. on the use of opiates near the time of delivery. Emphasis is laid on caudal, saddle block and spinal analgesia together with Cisarean section under local infiltration.
Dick-Read's technique and hypnosis are given a brief mention, but are surely of interest. Heyn's decompression is not sufficiently discussed in its mechanics. Anesthesia in obstetrics is an art by itself and no book of this type could possibly deal with it adequately. The front cover states that there is a 'new' anaesthetic called halothane, but then goes on to say that it may have a place; it does not mention the possible dangers of halothane in obstetrics.
The section on the prevention and treatment of respiratory disturbances in the infant is very useful and concise. Intragastric oxygen is now thought in this country to be unwise, especially when more efficient and effective means are available.
This book is well produced and easy to read, but is rather expensive at $5.25. It may be of value to the junior obstetrician but cannot be recommended for the anesthetist. It is pleasant to find that this standard textbook has been extensively revised and brought up to date.
The format of the new edition is clear and it is easy to read. The reader is given a multi-dimensional approach and full emphasis is placed on the psychological, social, physiological and genetic aspects of the subject.
The chapter on psychiatry and the law has of necessity been entirely revised, and the new Mental Health Act has been fully covered. Denny-Brown's monograph is not easy reading. Nor is his text made simpler by the many clinical photographs which are too small and too dark to be helpful. This criticism applies particularly to the animal pictures. None the less, this important volume, an expansion of the Croonian Lectures of the R.C.P., will for many years form a memorable contribution to a vexed problem in pathophysiology. Close clinical analysis, intimate pathological study, and profound physiological thought are harmoniously combined. The author emphasizes the identity of posture and movement.
The spasms and abnormal motions which characterize extrapyramidal disease represent an exaggeration and a conflict of normal reflex fac-tors essential for all types of motility. Chorea and tremor of parkinsonism can be related to athetosis, and all are fundamentally instabilities of attitude. Tremor results from a more intense disequilibrium of the same physiological factors that bring about athetosis. The basal ganglia are concerned in the elaboration of specialized motor reactions to the environment by way of modified labyrinthine and body-contact righting reactions. Denny-Brown is sceptical of the alleged correlation of tremor with lesions of the locus niger, the latter being, in his opinion, associated with circumscribed bulbar spasms. The author believes that there exist important complex and overlapping cortico-striatal connexions, medullated as well as non-medullated, often intermingled with the projection fibres of the pre-and postcentral cortex.
The success which follows surgical lesions of the ventrolateral thalamic region in cases of Parkinson's disease is to be explained by a reduction of the abnormal over-activity of the -thalamo-pallidal connexions. This procedure, Denny-Brown agrees, is a more effective therapeutic measure than surgical ablation of the :globus pallidus. This monograph will take its rightful place among the earlier classics of Foerster (1921) and Hall (1921) , and students will recall with emotion the Croonian Lectures of 35 years ago, delivered by Kinnier Wilson. Since the introduction of the cardiac catheter into clinical medicine about twenty years ago our knowledge of the haemodynamics of the pulmonary circulation in man has made enormous strides. As the authors comment, this new information has become scattered in more specialized journals, and this admirable book brings much of it together and relates the structure of the human pulmonary circulation with its function both in health and disease. After the first two chapters dealing with the gross and microscopical anatomy of the pulmonary vascular bed, there are some very useful sections on haemodynamics, together with a critical analysis of some of the methods used for measurement of pulmonary arterial pressure, flow and blood volume. Subsequent chapters deal with the pathology and hxemodynamics of hypertensive pulmonary vascular disease, of mitral valve disease and of emphysema, with the physiology and pathology of the bronchial vascular system, and finally with the pulmonary circulation in interstitial and massive fibrosis of the lung. A full and up-to-date bibliography is included at the end of each chapter.
This book is beautifully produced, and the illustrations, including the radiographs, are of the highest quality. The authors can be warmly commended for their clear presentation of a difficult and complex aspect of the circulatory system.
Diabetes Mellitus in the Tropics by J A Tulloch MC MD FRCPE pp xi +294 illustrated 37s 6d Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1962 In recent years there have been many studies of diabetes in various countries. Differences have been reported in age and sex incidence, frequency of pancreatic lesions, need for insulin and occurrence of complications. Different clinical types have been described from the West Indies and East Africa. Many of these reports consist of crude data, no comparison being made with control observations nor allowance made for selection of patients. Professor Tulloch has collected the published reports of diabetes in the tropics and has written to many physicians. The result is as complete a review as is possible in our present state of knowledge. It will be very helpful to all who have to treat patients in hot countries, as well as to those interested in the etiology of the disease. The fault is not the author's that much of the knowledge is tentative and that so few of the apparent differences between countries are fully established.
There is a good account of the management of diabetes as practised at the University College of the West Indies and helpful appendices giving food values for tropical diets.
The Theory and Practice of Anticoagulant Treatment by L Poler MD pp viii + 150 illustrated 27s 6d Bristol John Wright 1962 Occlusive disease of the coronary arteries, because of increasing mortality and morbidity from this cause, particularly in this country and the United States, is demanding much attention from both clinicians and pathologists. The author feels that short-term anticoagulant therapy is indicated routinely in myocardial infarction wherever facilities for good laboratory control are available, but that the value of long-term treatment with these drugs is much more doubtful. In this he is in agreement with most current experienced workers in the field.
In the compass of this small book the theory and practice of anticoagulant treatment are very adequately dealt with from both theoretical and
